
P,lay 24, 2007

'Ill('" Honorable KC\Tin J. f\farnn, Chairman
Federal Conullunication Commission
445 12th Street, 5\'(1
Washingcon, DC 20554

Dcar Chairman Marrin:

First of all, the Navajo Nation thanks you and the members of the Federal-State Joint Board
on Univcrsal Scrvice for guiding thc dc\"c\opment of Telccommunication sen~ices, Your
sen'TCc to our country, and citizens, is extremely imponant and \rital co the economic
sustainabilit\- of !\merica.

'Ibe growth of the Navajo Nation depends on the wireless telecommunications semces
prm"'idcd by the Y:lrious te!ccommunicnions carriers. The 27,000 square miles of federally
cntmsted land to the Navajo Nation cmnot, III the nC,lr future, be wired to accommodate
the growth of its communities. Our ~chools need distance learning capabilities, our hospitals
need tclebcalth c:l.pabilicies, me safety of our communicies rcquire E911 capabilities, the
sustainability of our cconomic and community developments call for Geographical
Infonnation Systcms, and we necd to maintain an E-governmenr environment to
conslstently keep lip with the growth of our people.

\\le currently have Wi·Fj systcms, two-way satellite systems, cellular phone systems, point to
point microwave systems, and poilU to multi-point communications systems 10 assist in our
current growth. A majoriry of these systems wen: developed and sUSf3incd with the
UniYCIsal Service Fund. The Navajo Nation needs these wireless svstems becausc of the
lengthy process of obtaining rights of ways on federal truSt lands, The dcvelopment of
wireless technology has pro,ide us the ability to leap frog all the bureaucrac), associ3ted with
olm,irung rights.of.way, and allows us to CJuickly and efficiently pwride vital sen' ices to our
people.

The Navajo Nation is concenled abOut the Joi.nt Board proposal to cap High Cost
disbursements to wireless and oUler carners. A cap on rhe financial resources used to

enhance the wireless infrastructure will severely impact Ule growth of the NavajO Nation.
'The Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers for tllt~ Navajo Nation are hampered by the ability
to acquire new righrs-of-way and therefote cannot expand to meet the needs of Navajo
communities. Evan today, large paris of rhe Navajo Nation have no landlinc service, and
the limited wireless senrice available does not always providc adeqLL'lrC covcr:lge. Capping
thc funds available ro competitive carricrs will onJy serve to slow the deployment of wireless
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scn~lces into these under served rural areas. Furdlcrmorc, placing a cap on wireless
providers willlimir competition, which in rum will affccr the efforts of the U..EC to e",pand
its telecommunication infrastrUC01re on the Navajo Nation. We strongly urge you to reject
the implememation of a temporary cap as a means of reforming the USF program, because
wc h:we experience that temporary actions can became long teon penrulOent policies.
Instcad, we ask for better accounrability from competitive ETCs on bow funds are used and
we would like to see the fund used to promote the build-out of advanced sen-ices in rural
reglOos.

In conclusion, we urge you to reject the implementation of an inrerim cap and explore other
ways of controlling fund growth without impeding the invcstmeoc in our rural infrastructme
that the Navajo Nation so desperately needs.

As Chaionan of the Federal Communications Commission, yOli have very difficult choices
ahead of you in stabilizing the growth of the USF and developing new policies to make su.re
the funding can meet dle needs of all tribal rural communities across America.

Sincerely,

~Shirley, P,,,,i ear~~AVAJON TION

Cc: Commissioner ebor:lh Taylor TMC

Commissioner !I ichael J. Copps
Commissioncr J nathan S. :\delstcin
COlllffilssioner It bert M. ~lcOo .....e11
Commissioner Lisa Polak Edgar
Commissioner Larry S. Landis
Commissioner John D. Blake
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